Bupivacaine-fentanyl epidural analgesia for a parturient in status asthmaticus.
Regional anaesthesia is a suitable technique for the management of the asthmatic parturient. We report the case of an asthmatic gravida in labour in whom prompt institution of bupivacaine-fentanyl epidural analgesia was associated with enhancement of the effectiveness of concurrent medical therapy for bronchospasm. Prior to the initiation of epidural blockade, inhaled atropine was employed in an effort to reduce parasympathetic tone in the bronchial smooth muscle. Sustained clinical improvement did not occur until after delivery of the fetus and placenta.